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Order, and that none can be found in those parts who is well
acquainted with the statutes and observances of that Order,
we therefore, at the instance of the said Abbot, earnestly
beseech and exhort your Discretion, and command you by
these our Apostolic letters, to send our beloved son Brother
Matthew [Paris], your monk, who is reported to be of ap-
proved life and experienced in Religion, to that abbey afore-
said, in order that he may inform and instruct the said Abbot
and his monks in the regular discipline and statutes which
appertain unto the said Order. And let this be done with all
convenient haste, for the reverence of God and of our Apostolic
See and of our own person. Given at Lyons [A. D. 1248].
(<0 Ibid, (p, 35).
This year [1248]..., in Norway, the devastating flames
raged so horribly in the three chief cities as to strike wonder and
amazement into all men's hearts. One of these cities, Bergen,
was reduced to ashes, save only four monasteries, and the
King's palace, chapel and chambers* For in that city eleven
parish churches were consumed, with certain episcopal man-
sions ; and this flame of vengeance for men's sins flew even
unto the King's castle in that city, trailing after it a sheet of
flame like a devouring dragon of the length of five bowshots.
Wherefore the citizens were most certainly assured that this
betokened the severity of God's vengeance; for the greater part
of the castle, which was built of huge flinty stones, was reduced
to ashes. Moreover, on the morrow, God sent His fearful and
horrible thunderbolts down upon the site of that city; so that
a sudden bolt struck a certain great vessel from England which
had come to her moorings that night, blastinjg one man of her
crew and either wounding or bruising horribly all the rest; her
mast was shattered into the smallest splinters and cast into the
sea; and all the ships in that haven, two hundred or more, were
shaken. I who write this had come in that stricken ship; but
at that very hour I was singing mass in a church by the sho&e,
intoning, as it were, my song of sea-triumph, as one who wpu!4
render thanks to God after the perils of the deep, Wfafcti tbte
Lord King [of Norway] had heard this, for my sake whoio                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      A Great Chronicler
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